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The Michigan Arbor Day Alliance (MADA) is a program of the Eaton
Conservation District and is primarily funded by an Urban and
Community Forestry Grant from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Forest Resources Division. The Consumers Energy Foundation grant, and
other smaller grants such as the Wheels to Woods and Arts and Humanities Touring grant
help to keep our programs going. Sponsorships from ITC, Lansing BWL, MSUFCU, City of
Lansing Forestry Division, Arboriculture Society of Michigan have allowed us to hold the
State Arbor Day Celebration at Potter Park Zoo every year. In-kind donations from
Williams Farm Machinery, Michigan Nursery and Landscape Association, Cottage
Gardens, Woods Arbor Solutions and Potter Park Zoo are also vital to our success as an
organization to keep our celebration going! In 2019, MADA was awarded with a small
grant from the Walmart Foundation. This grant helped us expand our programming.

Founded in 1993, MADA is a coalition of organizations and agencies dedicated to the
promotion and celebration of Arbor Day throughout Michigan. The MADA State
Committee Board is made up of representatives from Eaton Conservation District, DNR
Urban Forestry, Arboriculture Society of Michigan (ASM), City of Lansing Forestry Division,
Consumers Energy, and Michigan State Federal Credit Union (MSUFCU). Our collective
dedication comes from our belief in the importance of trees and their role in
community health and well-being. MADA has organized the State Arbor Day
Celebration since 1995, inviting students from Mid-Michigan, typically Ingham, Eaton,
Clinton, Ionia, Shiawassee, and Jackson counties, to Lansing in order to learn about
trees. MADA has also developed several programs to educate and engage our
communities throughout the year. We serve as a resource for information, educational
materials, and tree planting guidance for residents across Michigan.

Sarah Bauer started in the position as MADA
Program Coordinator in early winter of 2018. In a
short amount of time, Sarah learned the ropes of
planning the Statewide Arbor Day Celebration and
adjusted programming to improve the celebration.
She excelled in her role and had a passion for
teaching kids about the importance of trees. Sarah
had helped reach over 1,000 kids through MADA
programming, inspiring the next generation of
foresters, arborists, naturalists, biologists, and
conservationists! The new MADA Program
Coordinator, Hannah Reynolds looks forward to
continuing this great work.

Photo: Sarah Bauer, Hannah Reynolds,
Smokey Bear and Allison Kerr at Arbor
Day Celebration
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Photo: Second and third grade students sitting on lawn at Potter Park Zoo during noontime celebration

The whole week leading up to the State Arbor Day Celebration it was looking like rain.
However, on the day of the celebration we did not get rain until the very end! The kids
were in great spirits and were excited to learn all about trees and the environment!
As tradition, Smokey Bear greeted the second
and third graders as they arrived at Potter Park
Zoo in Lansing for the 2019 State Arbor Day
Celebration. A total of 974 students and 218
teachers and chaperones descended on the park
this year to enjoy a day of outdoor fun and
learning. There were students from communities all
around mid-Michigan, including Lansing,
Potterville, Holt, Durand, Portland, Okemos,
Jackson, Owosso, East Lansing, Mason, St. Johns,
Eaton Rapids and Brooklyn.
Photo: Students hugging Smokey Bear at Arbor
Day Celebration at Potter Park Zoo

In the classroom, second and third graders are
starting to see the bigger picture. They are
introduced to the structures, functions and
classification of living things. Life requirements, life
cycles, heredity, evolution and adaptation are
major study topics. Worldly processes such as
ecosystems, earth systems, solid Earth and fluid

Photo: Sarah Bauer (previous MADA
Coordinator) teaching kids how to identify
trees by their leaves
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Earth are key lessons being learned. These
students are actively developing an
understanding that scientific inquiry and
reasoning involves observing, questioning,
investigating, recording, and developing
solutions to problems. During our
Celebration, these same lessons were
reaffirmed, but in a different outdoor
classroom setting.
Each of the 48 classes rotated through four
of the twenty-four stations which featured
nature-themed activities that taught
students about wildlife, recycling, trees, tree
Identification, invasive species and wood
products, all while spending the entire day
outdoors! Professional climbers from the
Arboriculture Society of Michigan did a
short demonstration up in the trees, showing
students how they could make climbing
trees a career when they grow up. Multiple
nature centers attended, including Harris,
Woldumar, and MUCC, who brought skulls
Photo: Burke Lake Banding Station staff teach kids
about the different sources of food trees provide
and furs to teach about the wildlife that live
birds
within forests and depend on forests for
survival. The Forests for Fish (program of
DNR) presented on how fish rely on forests. The Mid-Michigan Woodworkers Guild
demonstrated how wood from trees can be used to make toys and other renewable
items. When students were not participating in Arbor Day activities, they visited the zoo
where they learned about wildlife from around the world!
After lunch, the students, teachers, and
chaperones attended the Tree Planting
Ceremony, which was MC’ed by
Lauren Thompson from WLNS. The
students were called out by school at
the ceremony and heard from Shannon
Hanna, the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Assistant Chief of the
Forest Resources Division. Other special
guests included Kali Fox, Regional
Director for U.S. Senator Debbie
Stabenow, Reps from U.S. Senator Gary
Peters Office, and Jim Snell and Cliff
Photo: Environmental singer-songwriter Joe Reilly
Walls from Tri-County Regional Planning performing at noontime ceremony on Arbor Day
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Commission. Arbor Day Proclamations from the City, County, and State were obtained
for the 26th State Arbor Day Celebration, and the 2019 5th Grade Poster Contest winner
was recognized on stage for her amazing artwork. The most anticipated part of the Tree
Planting Ceremony was Joe Reilly. Joe is an environmental educator and musician,
who uses his talents to perform fun, interactive songs about nature. These songs taught
the students environmental topics by engaging them, getting them on their feet, and
dancing and singing along. Adults and children alike loved his music and enthusiasm!
He has been performing at the Arbor Day Celebration since 2014 and has been a great
addition to a fantastic event!
This year’s Arbor Day tree was a Bur Oak
Quercus macrocarpa, donated by
Cottage Gardens Inc. A third-grade
class from Lyons Elementary School was
selected to help with the state tree
planting and all the students helped
mulch and water the tree while learning
the correct way to plant it. Students
were thrilled to help plant the tree and
really enjoyed getting their hands in the
soil!
Photo: Students from Lyons Elementary School gather
around a Bur Oak tree at Potter Park Zoo and learn
about how to properly plant a tree

MADA recognizes that transportation cost is
one of the main stumbling blocks in school
attendance to field trips. We work hard to
make resources available to our teachers to
ease the financial strain. In 2019, the
Consumers Energy awarded MADA a
$10,000 grant. With help from The Wheels to
Woods program, stipends were able to be
given to 13 schools this year! This funding
was used to provide travel stipends to
schools for their buses bringing students to
Arbor Day. We hope to continue these
stipends in 2020!

Photo: Students from Lyons Elementary School after
helping plant a Bur Oak tree

To register your second or third grade class to attend next year’s Arbor Day on April 24,
2020, fill out an application and submit it by January 13, 2020. Additional information
can be found on our website at: www.miarbordayalliance.org/celebration.html
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A tree themed poster contest is a great way for kids to express their artist side while also
making important connections to nature. We had a lot of great entries this year!!
Students were required to submit a poster with a design that fits the theme “Trees for
Bees”. Posters received votes on our Facebook page as well as at a display at the
Michigan State University Federal Credit Union headquarters in East Lansing. First,
second, and third place prizes were awarded to both the winning students and their
teachers, including money to plant a tree in their school yard or community.
After many years of participating in the Arbor Day Foundation National Poster Contest,
this was our third year having our own Michigan Arbor Day Poster Contest, and it was
incredibly successful! Brought back in 2017, there were 72 students that participated,
and 7 posters that were submitted the first year. This year, we had over 500 students that
participated, and 46 posters submitted! This contest will continue in 2020 and we hope
to see more great entries from our artistic Michigan students! The theme for the 2020
Poster Contest is “Forests for Fish”. Details can be found on our website at
www.miarbordayalliance.org/poster-contest. Posters will be due by March 6, 2020.
MADA would like to thank everyone who participated in the Poster Contest this year,
including our supportive sponsors: Consumers Energy, ITC Michigan, Arboriculture
Society of Michigan, Lansing Board of Water & Light, Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, Eaton Conservation District, and MSU Federal Credit Union.

2019 First Place Winner
Fatima G.
Getting
Trees Ro

2019 Second Place Winner

2019 Third Place Winner

Ola A.

Michaela E.
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What better way to celebrate Arbor Day than by planting a tree? After all, the very first
Arbor Day held in 1872 was celebrated by the planting of over one million trees!
Planting trees brings a community together for a common goal and is something that
makes a positive impact for people and the environment. When you ask a person why
they want to plant a tree, some may say “they provide habitat for wildlife”, “they filter
the air we breathe” or “trees provide essential shade on hot sunny days”. There are
many different reasons why a person may want to plant a tree. The many benefits of
trees are felt by a community for generations to come. We are starting to see an
increase in need and interest for expanding the canopy cover in our cities, especially in
the wake of climate change. People realize that trees are great at sequestering carbon
in their roots and wood. In addition, many neighborhoods in Michigan are losing their
trees to old age, disease, invasive pests or other factors. The loss of older trees can be
devastating to a community because of the vast amount of benefits they provide.
It is clear the demand for trees is increasing. However, many municipalities and
organizations are struggling to come up with the funding to replace trees or expand
their canopy cover. Each year, MADA offers communities the opportunity to apply for
a Tree Planting Grant. These grants are available to municipalities, public schools,
libraries, nonprofit organizations, local units of government, neighborhood associations,
churches, and tribal governments to purchase trees. This year, we were able to award
six Tree Planting Grants. The recipients of this year’s grants were the Village of
Middleville, Village of Beverly Hills, Charter Township of Calumet, Hope College, Court
Street Village and Kalkaska Conservation District. A total of 73 trees will be planted in
Michigan communities this year because of this program. Our goal is to expand that
number next year by seeking additional sponsorship for the MADA Tree Planting Grant
program so that we can increase our available funding for 2020 tree planting projects.

2019 Tree Planting Grant
Recipient Project Descriptions:
In 2016, a new section of the Paul
Henry-Thornapple Trail was
constructed. A new trail head and
parking lot was then completed on
Crane Road. During construction, the
area was leveled and cleared of brush
leaving an open, sunny section
between the trail and drive into the
new parking lot. In this area, the Village
of Middleville planted three native
Sugar Maple trees. Two large

Photo: Sugar maple planted at Paul Henry-Thornapple
Trail in the Village of Middleville
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evergreen trees in the Middleville Downtown parks were also failing and needed to be
replaced so two concolor firs were planted in that area. These trees were planted as a
result of being awarded the MADA Tree Planting Grant.

Beverly Park is a staple of Beverly Hills, stretching 34 acres through the middle of the
Village. The park is currently undergoing an invasive species eradication and woodland
reforestation project. Beverly Park was overwhelmed by Buckthorn, which is in the
process of being completed cleared. This has left vast space available for planting
new, native species. This year, the Village of Beverly Hills will plant five trees in the park.

This project will install six sugar maple
trees at a prominent intersection and
vacant lot in Calumet Township. The
planting site is located on Red Jacket
Road, an historic route and
contributing resource within
Keweenaw National Historical Park.
The project will replace missing historic
trees in the right of way according to
the preferred treatment plan in the
park's cultural landscape report.
Installation of these trees will help
define the historic route, the adjacent
vacant lot, provide shade and comfort
to pedestrians and improve the
community canopy cover.

Photo: National Park Service staff lowering tree into hole
(Charter Township of Calumet)

“Thank you to the Eaton Conservation District and Michigan Arbor Day
Alliance program for your generous support of tree planting across
Michigan. Calumet Township’s recent tree grant funded an important
partnership project with Calumet Township, the National Park Service and
improved a focal point in the community.” -Steve DeLong, Landscape
Architect, Keweenaw National Historic Park

Hope College is committed to increasing their urban tree canopy cover. With MADA's
financial support, Hope College will be able to plant 33 trees and thus help reduce their
carbon footprint, improve air quality, and beautify the campus for all to enjoy for years
to come. As part of Hope College's commitment to increasing their urban tree canopy,
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they have received "Tree Campus USA" certification. In addition, during the summer of
2018, two biology faculty members and a student intern began a research project with
the City of Holland to inventory the City's trees in the right of way. This work has
continued into 2019 and Hope College will be hiring a student intern to inventory the
trees on campus.

Due to severe budgetary constraints in the city of Flint, there is no current funding to
replace lost street trees in core neighborhoods. The Central Park Neighborhood is an
historic neighborhood of 18 blocks and approximately 500 households adjacent to
downtown and the Flint Cultural Center. There is an existing canopy of street trees, but
many are reaching the end of their lives or were lost due to damage or pests.
Volunteers from the neighborhood association completed a street tree inventory last
spring of missing street trees and identified 14 potential sites for replanting. This year,
Court Street Village will be replacing seven trees with the help from the Michigan Arbor
Day Alliance Tree Planting Grant. The site chosen is in a high visibility area surrounding
the neighborhood of Kearsely and Crapo. Replacing these street trees will enhance
residents' quality of life and stabilize property values in an important core neighborhood
in Flint.

The Kalkaska Conservation District has partnered up with the Kalkaska Public School to
plant 17 trees on school property. All trees selected are native and fit the landscaping
requirements of the grounds department. The placement of trees will be strategic to
act as a wind break and visual break to slow down traffic on school grounds. Trees will
be planted by district staff, school staff and middle and high school students.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Besides planting the annual State Arbor Day Celebration tree, MADA also gave each of
the students that attended Arbor Day a Douglas Fir seedling provided by Michigan
Nursery and Landscape Association (MNLA) to take with them and plant at their home
or school. So hopefully there are 1,000 new trees planted in the mid-Michigan area! In
addition, $100 was given to the first place fifth grade poster contest winner to purchase
a tree and planting materials, so there is another tree planted in Grand Rapids at Hope
Academy of West Michigan!
In addition, MADA was invited to attend the Pattengill Middle Years annual Tree
Planting in Lansing.
Tree Planting Grants will be made available again in February 2020. For more
information on this program, please visit our website at
www.miarbordayalliance.org/tree_planting_grants
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MADA has had a long-standing partnership with Michigan State University Federal
Credit Union (MSUFCU). Staff from MSUFCU volunteer at the State Arbor Day
Celebration, provide graphic design assistance, and promote MADA’s programs
through their community website and advertising in each branch location.
MSUFCU is also committed to giving back to the communities they serve; since 2011,
they have been helping MADA plant trees. As their members switch to electronic bank
statements as part of their Go Green Challenge program, MSUFCU donates to plant
trees. This year, MSUFCU was able to raise $2,000 to plant trees. It is through MADA’s
coordination that these trees are purchased, and plantings organized.
Volunteers from MADA and MSUFCU’s Green Team then come out to get the trees in
the ground. This year, 11 trees were planted at Fairplains Cemetery in Grand Rapids! This
partnership has been beneficial to both parties involved and we are proud to continue
working with them!
Since the partnership with MSUFCU began, they have helped plant over 600 trees
around mid-Michigan!
We would like to thank MSUFCU for their support and their volunteers who came out
and helped make this planting possible, and for their continued support in making a
greener Michigan!

Photo: MSUFCU employees at tree planting in
Fairplains Cemetery in Grand Rapids

Photo: MSUFCU volunteers planting an
American redbud tree at the cemetery
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In early Spring of 2019, Arbor Brewing
Company reached out to MADA about
partnering up for a tree planting. This was the
first year that Arbor Brewing launched a
campaign to raise money for tree plantings.
Arbor Brewing staff expressed interest in
planting near wetlands, rivers and lakes to help
filter the water and reduce erosion.
For the entire month of April,
Photo: Arbor Brewing Company staff
a portion of the sales from a
planting an oak tree in the Meyer Preserve
pint of the popular Tree Beard Wetland
IPA went towards the tree
planting fund. It was simple, “purchase a Tree Beard IPA at a
participating location and help plant a tree!” MADA used the raised
funds to purchase the trees and plan the tree plantings. The first tree
planting took place at Meyer Nature Preserve on May 31, 2019 in Ypsilanti, MI. Thirty
trees were planted at this site and will help filter the water in the wetland as well as
sequester carbon.
On September 18, 2019 Arbor Brewing Company
staff, MADA, the City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw
County Water Resources Commissioner’s Office
and GIVE 365 volunteers teamed up to plant 12
large trees at Dolph Park in Ann Arbor, MI. The trees
were planted along the stormwater pond in the
park to help naturally filter the stormwater that
collects there before it drains into one of the sister
lakes. Trees are great at filtering out contaminants
in water.

MADA is planning another tree
planting for May of next year. We
are thrilled to have gained a
great partner with Arbor Brewing
Company and look forward to
planting more trees with them in
the future.

Photo: Arbor Brewing Company Staff
planting an American Sycamore tree
near the Dolph Park stormwater pond
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Earlier this year, MADA was awarded with
a small grant from Walmart Giving. The
money was used to benefit veterans
through a unique partnership formed
between MADA and Heroes to Hives.
MADA used the funds to purchase fruit
trees for veterans.
Heroes to Hives is a program at Michigan
State University designed to help veterans
by teaching them beekeeping skills. The
program uses beekeeping to address the
financial and personal wellness of veterans
through professional training and
community development. Veterans work in
Photo: Sue Spagnuolo, Executive Director of Eaton
teams to manage hives, so they leave the
Conservation District talks with veterans on how to
program with personal and professional
prune their new fruit trees
relationships that open opportunities and
ensure long-term support along with the skills to successfully manage a small
beekeeping operation. Heroes to Hives graduates will have opportunities for small
business ownership, employment in commercial beekeeping operations, and ways to
diversify their farm incomes. The partnership between veterans and honey bees
represents a new mission for our nation’s heroes as they learn to manage our smallest
and most important livestock.
Trees are great food and nesting sources for bees. The fruit trees will provide veterans
enrolled in the Heroes to Hives program with a fresh food source while also sustaining
the needs of their future bee farms. In total, we were able to purchase 30 fruit trees with
the Walmart Grant. The trees were raffled off to veterans living in Mid-Michigan and
were planted on their land/bee farms this spring! Adam Ingrao, program coordinator
for Heroes to Hives welcomed MADA to his farm to do a short workshop on how to
properly prune fruit trees so veterans were equipped with some basic knowledge to get
started.
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Below is a map showing all the Michigan Arbor Day Alliance projects and outreach
efforts this year.
Map Legend
5th Grade Poster Contest Entrants
Tree Planting Grant Recipients
Attendees to State Arbor Day Celebration
Tree City USA Community
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Total:
This tiered diagram
shows the varying
number of trees planted
each year. This year we
were able to plant 157
trees, bringing the total
number of trees MADA
has helped plant over
the years to 2,163 trees!

2,163
trees
2019
157 trees
2018
99 trees
2017
64 trees

Please note this includes the
former Go Green Youth
Challenge (2011 to 2016) where
schools were encouraged to
raise money and plant trees.
Also note that trees planted
each year vary greatly in
expenditure. One community
may plant 100 seedlings for the
same price as another
community who planted 3
mature trees.

2016
175 trees
2015
86 trees
2014
124 trees
2013
315 trees
2012
665 trees
1993-2011
478 trees
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So, why are we so passionate about spreading the word about the importance of
trees? Over a 50-year lifetime, a single tree generates $31,250 worth of oxygen, provides
$62,000 worth of air pollution control, recycles $37,500 worth of water, and controls
$31,250 worth of soil erosion. (USDA Forest Service Pamphlet #R1-92-100).
Trees add value to your home, regulate the temperature of your neighborhood, and
provide food for wildlife. A few of the many benefits trees provide are listed below:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Trees tame stormwater
Trees help fight climate change
Trees can save energy
Trees help reduce crime
Trees help cool down cities
Trees contribute to our health
Trees help clean our air and water
Trees provide us with oxygen
Trees increase property values
Trees benefit wildlife

For more information on benefits of trees and tree facts, please visit
https://www.arborday.org/trees/treefacts/

15

The Michigan Arbor Day Alliance could not provide a great program for our
communities without our sponsors, partners, and volunteers. We would like to give a
special shout out to Potter Park Zoo for supporting this event for the last 24 years at the
zoo, the Community Emergency Response Team for keeping us all safe, Williams Farm
Machinery for providing the Kubota’s the day of the event, MNLA for the tree seedlings,
MSUFCU for the teacher goodie bags and t-shirts, Cottage Gardens for donating the Bur
oak tree, and Woods Arbor Solutions for prepping the planting site. Thank you to
everyone who made our programs such a great success!
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Eaton Conservation
District
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources
Consumers Energy
ITC Holdings Corp.
Lansing Board of Water &
Light
Arboriculture Society of
Michigan
MSU Federal Credit Union
Forestry Public Service of
Lansing

Potter Park Zoo
Community Emergency
Response Team
Williams Farm Machinery
Wheels to Woods
Program
Cottage Gardens, Inc.
Woods Arbor Solutions
Michigan Humanities
Council
Michigan Nursery and
Landscape Association
Michigan Council for Arts
and Cultural Affairs
Walmart Foundation
Ann Cool
Adams Outdoor
Advertising
Arbor Brewing Company
Heroes to Hives Program
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➢
➢
➢
➢

Harris Nature Center
Woldumar Nature
Center
Eaton County Parks and
Recreation
Michigan Forest
Association
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources
Huron Pines AmeriCorp
Jackson County
Conservation District
JWL CISMA
MSU Extension
Michigan Wildlife
Conservancy
Potter Park Zoo
Arboriculture Society of
Michigan
Mid-Michigan CISMA
MSUFCU
General Motors Lansing
Michigan United
Conservation Clubs
Camp Newaygo
Capital Area Audubon
Society
Burke Lake Banding
Station
Mid-Michigan
Woodworkers Guild
MSU Department of
Entomology
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